Favourite Books for Girls and Boys
WIRELESS telegraphy is one of the most wonder-
ful discoveries that has ever been made ; but
sometimes, in our zest for the new, we forget
the marvels of the old. If we put out a hand to our
bookshelf, and take down a volume, we may have a
message from Shakespeare, dead these three hundred
years ; and we wonder whether girls and boys ever
think of the men and women who have given the best
years of their lives to the writing of books, so that we
may forget sometimes what is ugly and dull and con-
trary in our lives, in a world of romance and magic,
of beauty and happiness. Wireless telegraphy, wonder-
ful as it is, will not work such a change in the world as
did the art of printing ; and mention of the art of
printing reminds us that one of the most popular writers
of books for girls and boys was Robert Michael Ballan-
tyne, a nephew of the James Eallantyne who printed the
works of Sir Walter Scott, and Robert Michael spent
seven years in the printing and publishing office of
Thomas Constable, in Edinburgh.
The art of printing enabled Ballantyne, who was born
in Edinburgh in 1825, and who died in Rome in 1894,
to leave for our delectation a long array of eighty vol-
umes, including fascinating stories.
Some years ago, a writer in The Aihenaum said that
The Coral Island is Ballantyne at his best, and certainly
this alluring tale of the Pacific Ocean is full of charm
and of thrills. Who, having read this delightful work,
can ever forget che incident which introduces us to all
the wonders of the coral island. " The ship was now
very near the rocks. The men were ready with the
boat, and the captain beside them giving orders, when
a tremendous wave came towards us. We three ran
towards the bow to lay hold of our oar, and had barely